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By DAVID BURNHAM
Special to The New York Times |

WASHINGTON, April 17 — The Di-
rector of the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation testified today that F.B.I.
.agents had questioned 100 United
States travelers to Nicaragua. But he
denied that the interviews were meant
to intimidate critics of the Reagan Ad-
ministration’s foreign policy.

The Director, William H. Webster,

told members of the House Judicia

. Subcommittee on_Civil_and Constitu-

. tional Rights that ‘‘there was a specific

- foreign counterintelligence reason for
each case.’ :

‘‘1t was not the function of the
F.B.1.,” he said, ‘‘to educate individu-

als about political issues or chill politi- .

cal debate,” L

But Representative Don Edwards of

California, the chairman of the sub-
committee, and three other Demo-
cratic members said that because the
country was sharply divided on the Ad-
ministration’s policies at least some of
cases appeared to have the effect of in-
timidating critics of Administration

‘policies in Central America. .

| Specific Assignments.Noted -

| In e 10 a_guestion from Rep- !

: ntative T

S Regublican of Wisconsin, Mr. Web-
ster sal at the interviews had been

nducied under the general authonty |
. of the Administration’s partly_classj-

, fied guidelines and that at least some

i were the result of ‘s fic_taskin
from the National Securitv Council and
the Central Intelligence gencg.

' The Director add at he

d re-

i cently reviewed these “taskings” —
the word is Government jargon for as-
signments — *“‘and I find nothing inap-
propriate in them.” : ’
Jerry Berman, legislative council for
the American Civil Liberties Union,
who attended the hearing today, said it
appeared to him from the testimony

‘and from reports around the United |’

States about the F.B.I. interviews that
top figures in the Reagan Administra-
,tion had given the bureau an assign-
i ment that could only result in its ques-
| tioning people associated with organi-
‘zations that were openly opposed to the
! current United States policy in Central
|American. - - o
' At today’s hearing. Representative
Patricia Schroeder, Democrat of Colo-
rado, cited one case that she said ap-
.peared to fall outside of Government-.
.wide surveillance guidelines. ~ - -

lService had’ telephoned Sally Brown,

' rating the 1980 assassination of Archbi-
|

Inquiry Is Promised

Mrs. Schroeder said that on March 24
an agent of the Defense Investigative

one of her staff assistants in Denver, to
question her about people who had at-
tended a prayer meeting commemo-

ship Oscar Arulfo Romero of El Sal-
vador.

The Defense Department investiga-
tor reportedly asked Miss Brown if she
had seen anyone selling newspapers at
the interfaith prayer service and if she
would be willing to identify others at
the event.. .. L :

Mr. Webster said that the F.B.1. has
responsibility for conducung and Coor-
dinating al] counterintelligence activi-
ties w-n&in the United States and that
Delense Department  Investigators
were not used in that Kind Of case. 1
will_make_an _inquiry about the mat-
ter.”’ he promised the subcommittee.

David Lerner, a spokesman for the
Center for Constitutional Rights, a New
York-based civil rights group, said it
had been informed of approximately 25
specific cases where critics of the Ad-
ministration’s foreign policy had been
subject to F.B.I. questioning or other
acitivity in the first three months of

1985. A . ‘

In one case, he said, an F.B.1. agent
left a card asking a Detroit woman _
named Amy Good to call hi focall i When
IMichael Ratner, a lawver for the Cen-
ter for Constitutiona
|the call instead, the F.B.1. agent re.,
i mna y said that the bureau was inter-

viewing all visitors to Nicaragua ang |
|that it was making the calis for "‘posi-
tive inteiligence gathering purposes.” !

Asked about the agent’s comments
by subcommittee members, Mt. Web-
ster said: *‘The agent was incorrect. Of
the thousands of people traveling to
Nicaragua, we have interviewed about
100. If any agents are trying to push
'their views, they.will be chastised.”}




